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which they had appeared to the Catholic participants, led Mer-
rier on January i8th 1924 to write a Pastoral21 on the subject
to his clergy. It was a frank, courageous, and magnanimous
document, justifying without apology what he had done and
affirming his determination to persevere in his efforts for unity.
Although it contained some phrases which Halifax thought
might have been bettered, its tone was all that he could desire.
Particularly timely was the blistering rebuke administered to
critics of the Conversations.

A great nation was, for more than eight centuries, our beloved
sister; this nation gave the Church a pha.la.nx of saints whom to
this day we honour in our liturgy; it has preserved astonishing re-
sources of Christian life within its vast empire; from it numberless
missions have gone out; but a gaping wound is in its side. We
Catholics, kept safe, by the grace of God, in the whole truth, we
lament the criminal sundering -which tore it away, four centuries
ago, from the Church our Mother; and there are Catholics who,
like the Levite and the Priest of the old Law, reproved by our
divine Saviour in the parable of the Samaritan, -would have a
Catholic bishop pass by, proudly indifferent, refusing to pour a
drop of oil in this gaping wound, to tend it, and try to lead the
sick man to God's house whither God's mercy calls him.

I should have judged myself guilty, if I had been so cowardly.22

Portal was as pleased as Halifax, and without any reservations.

I fKinlc your Archbishop's letter was what was wanted for your
people [he wrote on February 9th]. Believe me, the Cardinal's
letter is exacdy what is -wanted both for Rome and for ourselves.
Both letters mark a great step.23

Spirits, in feet, were rising again, mildly encouraged in dieir
upward course by the Archbishop's success in dealing with his
critics in the Upper House of Canterbury Convocation on Feb-
ruary 6th and by a communication from Mercier to Halifax on
February yth.